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Indiana Area School District

501 East Pike - Indiana, PA 15701

Deborah M. Clawson, D.Ed.
Superintendent

September 28, 2009
Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are pleased to bring you news of our school board’s adoption of the Indiana Area School District’s
Local Assessment Plan. The Pennsylvania School Code requires that all districts have a Local
Assessment Plan in place. Within the plan for IASD, the Board approved the implementation of the
Northwest Evaluation Association’s assessment system. Although new to IASD, this system is widely
used throughout the United States and in many other countries.

The NWEA is a not-for-profit organization committed to helping school districts improve learning for
all students. Using NWEA assessments, educators can make informed decisions to promote each
child’s academic growth. The assessments are aligned to our state standards, and therefore provide a
good measure of the objectives in the IASD standards-based curriculum.

NWEA’s Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Tests are computerized adaptive tests in reading,
language usage and mathematics. When taking a MAP test, the difficulty of each question is based on
how well a student has answered the previous questions. As the student answers correctly, questions
become more difficult. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become easier. The final
score is an estimate of the student’s achievement level. The MAP provides the teachers with an
efficient means to assess achievement levels, to identify needs of all learners from struggling to
advanced, and gives information to guide instruction. The test is not grade-level specific, and
therefore gives a true measure of achievement, rather than a grade-normed level. Further, progress can
be measured over time.

All students in kindergarten though grade eleven will be given the MAP assessment during the testing
window, October 13-29, to establish baseline scores. The assessment may be given once or twice
more during the school year, in order to demonstrate the progress being made.

Should you have questions regarding your child’s progress, please do not hesitate to contact the
personnel at your child’s school. Specific questions about the NWEA assessment system should be
directed to the curriculum department at (724) 463-8713. It is our sincere desire to partner with you to
provide an excellent education for every student.

Sincerely, 2
e ¢ Ul

JilkA. Piper, M.Ed. John Uccellini, Ed.D.
Coordinator of Curriculum and Instruction Mathematics Coordinator

Office 724-463-8713 Fax  724-463-0868

Christmas Tree Capital of the World
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