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Student Records Policy
The Board of School Directors has adopted Student Recards Policies requiring that you be informed annually of the testing, measurement,
and individual assessment program. Please refer to the IASD test schedule on another page.

Test results will be recorded and maintained as long as your child attends school in the district. If you should move, the records will be
forwarded to the new school district and a copy made available to you upon request. No individual or agency outside of this school system
will have access to these records without your written permission.

Federal regulations require that we inform parents concerning information that will be made available to the general public. We release
individual student names to the media for recognition of educational and extracurricular awards and accomplishments. Occasionally, student
photographs or school videotapes are released to the media or used for other public relations purposes. Our district website (www.iasd.cc)
will include school and district newsletters, and program or teacher web page links that may include student work, photographs or other
school-related information and activities.

If you do not desire that your child's name or photograph be released or utilized for a public relations publication, please notify the building
principal, in writing, within ten (10) days of the receipt of this information.

Copies of the Student Records Policies are available in the office of each building. These policies are designed to protect the individual
rights of your child. If you have any questions pertaining to the information, please contact your building principal.

Olweus Bullying Prevention Program

In May of 2008, the School Board approved the adoption of a district-wide bullying prevention program. One of the key components of the
Olweus program is an anonymous student survey that provides us with valuable information concerning the location, the frequency, and the
types of bullying that occur in our schools. We recognize this as a serious issue and are committed to implementing researched-based
solutions. The survey, which is administered to students in the spring, is completely voluntary and anonymous. If you do not want your child
to participate in this survey, please notify the building principal within ten (10) days of the receipt of this information.

Notice of Special Education Services and Programs - Child Find

Each school district, along with other public agencies in the Commonwealth, must establish and implement procedures to identify, locate and
evaluate all children who need special education programs and services because of the child's disability. This notice is to help find these
children, offer assistance to parents, and describes the parents' rights with regard to confidentiality of information that will be obtained during
this process. The content of this notice has been written in English but can be translated into other languages. If a person does not
understand any of this notice, he or she should contact the school district and request an explanation.

Identification Activities

Child Find refers to activities undertaken by public education agencies to identify, locate, and evaluate children residing in the State,
including children attending private schools, who are suspected of having disabilities, regardless of the severity of their disability, and
determine the child's need for special education and related services. The purpose is to locate these children so that a free appropriate
public education (FAPE) can be made available. The types of disabilities that cause a child to need services are: mental retardation,
hearing impairments (including deafness), speech or language impairments, visual impairments (including blindness), serious emotional
disturbance, orthopedic impairments, autism, traumatic brain injury, other health impairments, specific learning disabilities, multiple-handicap
and in the case of a child that is of preschool age, developmental delay. Each school district is required to annually provide notice describing
the identification activities and the procedures followed to ensure confidentiality of personally identifiable information. This notice is intended
to meet this requirement.

[dentification activities are performed to find a child who is suspected as having a disability that would interfere with his or her learning unless
special education programs and services are made available. These activities are sometimes called screening activities. The activities
include: review of group data, conducting hearing and vision screening, assessment of student's academic functioning, observation of the
student displaying difficulty in behavior and determining the student's response to attempted remediation. Input from parents is also an
information source for identification. After a child is identified as a suspected child with a disability, he or she is evaluated, but is not before
parents give permission for their child to be evaluated.

Confidentiality

The School District maintains records concerning children enrolled in the school district, including students with disabilities. All records are
maintained in the strictest confidentiality. Your consent, or consent of an eligible child who has reached the age of majority under State law,
must be obtained before personally identifiable information is released, except as permitted under the Family Education Rights and Privacy
Act (FERPA). The age of majority in Pennsylvania is 21. Each participating agency must protect the confidentiality of personally identifiable
information at collection, storage, disclosure, and destruction states. One official at each participating agency must assume responsibility for
ensuring the confidentiality of any personally identifiable information. Each participating agency must maintain, for public inspection, a
current listing of the names and positions of those employees within the agency who have access to personally identifiable information.



For additional information related to student records, the parent can refer to the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

This notice is only a summary of the Special Education services, evaluation and screening activities, and rights and protections pertaining to
children with disabilities, children thought to be disabled, and their parents. For more information or to request evaluation or screening of a
public or private school child, contact Ms. Roberta Mack, Coordinator of Special Programs, Indiana Area School District, 724-463-8713,

A parent may file a written complaint alleging that the rights described in this notice were not provided to: Pennsylvania Department of
Education, Bureau of Special Education, Division of Compliance,
Notice of Special Education Services and Programs continued...

333 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA 17126-0333. The Department of Education will investigate the matter and issue a report of findings and
necessary corrective action within 60 days. The Department will take necessary action to ensure compliance is achieved. Complaints
alleging failures of the school district with regard to confidentiality of personally identifiable information may also be filed with: Family Policy
Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, D.C. 20202-4605.

Education Services for Incarcerated Students

Indiana Area School District, within whose boundaries a local correction institution is located, complies fully with the requirements of the
IDEA and Chapter 14 regarding the identification, evaluation, placement and provision of special education services to all eligible school-age
individuals housed therein. Eligible students are entitled to receive special education both when they are charged with a criminal offense and
are awaiting frial and after they have been convicted of a criminal offense.

Services for Protected Handicapped Students

Students who are not eligible to receive special education programs and services may qualify as protected handicapped students and,
therefore, be protected by other federal and state laws intended to prevent discrimination. The school district must insure that protected
handicapped students have an equal opportunity to participate in the school program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent
appropriate for the individual student. In compliance with state and federal law, the school district will provide to each protected handicapped
student, without discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related aids, services or accommodations which are needed to provide
equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school program and extracurricular activities, to the maximum extent
appropriate to the student’s abilities. In order to qualify as a protected handicapped student, the child must be of school-age with a physical
or mental disability which substantially limits or prohibits participation in, or access to, an aspect of the school program.

Early Intervention Identification

In Pennsylvania, a child between 3 years of age and the school district's age to begin school who has a developmental delay or one or more
of the physical or mental conditions listed above is identified as an “eligible young child.” The parents of these children have the same rights
described above. The Pennsylvania Department of Education is responsible for providing programs and services to eligible young children
under Act 212 of 1990, the Early Intervention Services System Act. Screening for preschool children is available through the ARIN
Intermediate Unit. For more information, contact the ARIN Early Intervention Service Coordinator at 724-463-5300.

Educating Students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and English Language Learners (ELL)

The education of students whose dominant language is not English is the responsibility of every school district/charter school in the
Commonwealth. English language learners must be enrolled upon presentation of a local address and proof of immunization. The school
district/charter school must administer a home language survey (HLS) to all students as required by the Office for Civil Rights (OCR). The
results of that survey must be retained in the student's permanent folder. For those students whose primary language is other than English
(PHLOTE), the district must also determine the student's English language proficiency. Then, if appropriate, ESL instruction will be provided
for the limited English proficient student with local/state funds. The Indiana Area School District will provide ongoing screening services. If
you wish to learn more, have questions, or believe your child may need to be identified, please contact: Ms. Roberta Mack, Coordinator of
Special Programs, at 724-463-8713.

Title | Reading Services

One of the most fundamental and necessary skills needed to succeed in today's society and workforce is the ability to read. Therefore the
objective of the Title | Reading Program is to help each child reach his/her potential and give each child an opportunity to learn to read to his
or her fullest capability. Students can then succeed in other endeavors as they begin to communicate and develop positive attitudes about
themselves, their peers, books, and education. The Title | Reading Program will focus on the needs of students who are in kindergarten
through third grade. This change in service will enable the Title | staff to focus on primary aged students who need additional intervention to
become successful readers. Students who are in grades four and five will continue to receive support in reading through the elementary
staff. Students in grades six through eight will continue to receive reading instruction and interventions similar to the program available in
past years. Ongoing training in differentiated instruction will enable all staff to better meet the diverse needs of students within the classroom
setting. Together, parents, reading specialists and other school personnel can ensure the success of this objective for those children in
need.




Services for Students Who are Mentally Gifted

The definition of giftedness comes from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) Special Education Rules and Regulations under
Chapter 16 and states that a student who is mentally gifted demonstrates outstanding intellectual and creative ability, the development of
which requires specially designed programs or support services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education program or
curriculum. This term includes a person who has an |Q of 130 or higher or when multiple criteria, as set forth in Chapter 16 and in
Department Guidelines, indicate gifted ability. Determination of gifted ability will not be based on IQ score alone. Deficits in memory or
processing speed, as indicated by testing, cannot be the sole basis upon which a student is determined to be ineligible for gifted special
education. A person with an |Q score lower than 130 may be admitted to gifted programs when other educational criteria in the profile of the
person strongly indicate gifted ability. Determination of mentally gifted must include a full assessment in accordance with Chapter 16. IASD
uses multiple criteria to create information for consideration for gifted programming. These categories are: ability/aptitude standardized test
scores, performance or achievement test results, teacher ratings, QPA (grades 6-12), results of individual intelligence tests (WISC IV or
Stanford-Binet V). Once a student meets the requirements outlined through the above information, a Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation
(GMDE) is conducted and a Gifted Written Report (GWR) is generated. The GWR includes information provided by the parents, results of
testing, academic functioning, learning strengths, and educational needs. Recommendations are made that are considered by the MDE
Team in the development of the Gifted Individualized Education Plan (GIEP). At the conclusion of the GIEP meeting, a Notice of
Recommended Assignment (NORA) is issued.

HIVIAIDS Curriculum/Growth & Development Curriculum

Within our health curriculum, we teach a series of lessons that includes information about Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). School districts in Pennsylvania are required by the State Board of Education to provide
instruction about HIV/AIDS at the elementary, junior high, and senicr high levels. The State Board of Education and the Indiana Area School
District believe there is an immediate need to educate students about this life-threatening disease so that students know how to protect
themselves from exposure to the HIV/AIDS virus. Our district will instruct students in grades three, six, seven, nine and eleven. The content
of instruction has been reviewed and approved by the Board of School Directors and, according to state regulations, must include the
following:

The lack of a cure.

The general ways the disease is transmitted.

How the infection can be prevented.

Abstinence from sexual activity is the only completely reliable means of preventing the sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS. The
Indiana Area School District will not include discussions regarding human sexuality in the third grade HIV/AIDS curriculum.

e Avoidance of illegal drug use is the only completely reliable means of preventing transmission of HIV/AIDS through sharing drug
paraphemnalia.

For early elementary grades, the Center for Disease Conirol (CDC) has established guidelines for effective school health education
concerning AIDS, and states that AIDS education “principally should be designed to allay excessive fears of the epidemic and of becoming
infected.” They suggest the following content areas be included:

s AIDS s a disease that is causing some adults to get very sick, but it does not commonly affect children.
e 4 AIDS is very hard to get. You cannot get it just by being near or touching someane who has it.
e Scientists all over the world are working hard to find a way to stop people from getting AIDS and to cure those who have it.

Also, each year, age-specific information is presented by classroom teachers, school nurses and/or other faculty members to fourth, fith and
sixth grade students. Fourth grade girls will learn about basic hygiene and female development. Fifth and sixth grade boys and girls will
receive instruction related to the various aspects of pre-adolescent growth and development. Al sixth grade students will be instructed on
both the male and female reproductive anatomy.

If you would like to review the HIV/AIDS or Growth & Development curriculum, please contact your child's guidance counselor. If you elect to
have your son or daughter excused from either of these units, please submit a written request to the principal prior to instruction. We
encourage you to follow up with your child through healthy discussions at home. [f you have any questions, please contact your child’s
principal, guidance counselor, teacher or school nurse.

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)

This law establishes a federal standard that requires reasonable measures be taken to protect the privacy of a person's protected health
information. It creates new rights for patients and imposes new restrictions on healthcare providers, and those who maintain health
information, Regulations mandate confidentiality, security, and electronic transaction standards. School districts are not health care
providers, but do collect, use, and store medical/health information on students and employees. Therefore, the Indiana Area School District
has a policy which outlines how it complies with HIPAA regulations, respecting the rights of privacy and confidentiality of all students and
employees.




Parent “Right to Know” Provisions = No Child Left Behind Act

This law, and the Indiana Area School District, regard parents as consumers who play a vital role in the education of their children, These
provisions address rights related to student and school achievement, district professional personnel qualifications, parent choice related to
educational programming, and public access to information regarding how the education system is functioning for all students. One
provision under this law gives parents the right to know the professional qualifications of their child's teacher(s) and to request the following
information:  whether the teacher has met the Pennsylvania state qualifications for the grade and subject he/she teaches; whether the
teacher is teaching under an emergency permit or other provisional status because the state has waived normal qualifications; the teacher's
college major and any advanced degree(s) and the content area of the degree(s); and the qualifications of any instructional aides or similar
paraprofessionals who provide services to the child. If you would like to receive specific information about your child's teacher or

paraprofessional, please contact your child’s building principal. For general information about the No Child Left Behind Act, please contact
the disfrict administrative office.

Title [X — Harassment

The Board strives to provide a safe, positive, learning climate for students and employees in the schools. Therefore, it is the policy of the
Indiana Area School District to maintain an educational environment in which harassment in any form is not tolerated. The Board prohibits
all forms of unlawful harassment of students, employees, and third parties by all district students and staff members, contracted individuals,
vendors, volunteers, and third parties in the schools. The Board encourages students, employees, and third parties who believe they have
experienced harassment to promptly report such incidents to district representatives as designated in the policy handbook (see below).
Complaints of harassment shall be investigated promptly, and corrective action taken when allegations are substantiated. Confidentiality of
all parties shall be maintained, consistent with the district’s legal and investigative obligations. No reprisals or retaliation shall occur as a
result of good faith charges of alleged harassment. For detailed information on these policies, please refer to the “Attendance, Behavioral
Guidelines and Discipline Policy” handbook, which will be sent home with your child during the first week of school.

Administrative Regulations for Distribution/Posting of Promotional Literature

Approved school related materials may be distributed in the classroom at appropriate grade levels. Materials relating to activities sponsored
by the Indiana Area Recreation and Parks, PTA/Citizens' Advisory Councils, Booster organizations, YMCA, Indiana Free Library, IUP, Boy
Scouts/Girl Scouts, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, Family Services, Indiana Arts Council, and Indiana Players, Inc. will be considered school
related and may be distributed. The following materials are unacceptable: literature that attacks ethnic, religious, or any racial groups;
material that promotes hostility, disorder, or violence; material that proselytizes a particular religious or political belief, material that is
designed for commercial purposes (i.e. an outside group advertising a product or service for sale); material that is libelous, invades the rights
of others, or inhibits the functioning of the school or advocates interference with the rights of any individual; material that favors or opposes
any political candidate; any bond issue; any material that is intended to recruit for a religious organization; or any other question to be
decided at an election; material that is obscene or pornographic. Groups wishing to distribute materials must submit a completed application
and sample of the literature to the district administrative office for approval a minimum of five (5) business days before the proposed
distribution. An administrator, or designee, will approve or disapprove the distribution on the basis of the material's acceptability.

Homeless Children

Federal guidelines, as set forth in No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, require local school districts to identify/name children who are homeless.
The federal mandate, and the intention of Indiana Area School District is to ensure that homeless children and youth have access to free
appropriate public education on an equal basis with other children. Children who are homeless, including those living with others, may
qualify for assistance with school lunch, with school supplies/materials, with tutoring and with transportation so that they can remain in their
school of origin

If you believe that your child(ren) may qualify for this service, please contact the principal of your child’s school or contact Ms. Roberta Mack
at 724-463-8713. Homeless children may be identified as living in the following situations:
+ Public or private shelters;
Public or private places not designated for/or ordinarily used as regular sleeping accommodations i.e., vehicles, parks, motels,
campgrounds, efc.,;
Living with a parent in a domestic violence shelter;
Individuals and/or families living with relatives or friends due to a lack of housing;
Living in transitional housing programs;
Runaway children (under age 18) and children who have been abandoned or forced out of the home by parents or caretakers.
They may be in temporary shelters awaiting assistance from social service agencies, or may live alone on the street or move from
place to place among family members, friends or acquaintances. This also includes such youth from 18 to 21 of age who may still
be eligible for educational services in regular or special education;
Children of migrant families who lack adequate housing;
Children abandoned in hospitals or awaiting foster care; or
School age, unwed mothers or expectant mothers living in houses for unwed mothers when they have no other available living
accommaodations.

































