
How can parents/guardians 

help their child succeed? 

Parents/guardians influence their 
child’s success when they: 

Have fair, reasonable, and consis-
tent rules; 

Help the child learn that all be-
havior has consequences --          

    positive or negative; 

Encourage learning both in and 
out of school; 

Maintain communication with 
teachers, counselors and  

    principals;  

Participate in school activities; 

Celebrate the child’s successes 
and recognize that mistakes or  

   failures are part of the learning  
    process; and 

Listen to their child’s concerns. 

The Counseling Team 
Indiana Area School District 

501 East Pike 
724-463-8713 

Dr. David Allen, School Psychologist 
 

Indiana Area Senior High School 
450 North 5th Street 

724-463-3581 
Linda Chirieleison, school counselor 

Tim Petro, school counselor  
Kate Smith, school counselor 

 
Indiana Area Junior High School 

245 North 5th Street 
274-463-9718 

Erica Aiken, school counselor 
Carol Kerchesky, school counselor 

Tony Versace, school counselor 
 

Ben Franklin Elementary School 
95 Ben Franklin Road 

724-463-5637 
Stephanie Polosky, school counselor 

 
East Pike Elementary School 

501 East Pike 
724-463-8567 

Nichole Lychalk, school counselor 
 

Eisenhower Elementary School 
1460 School Street 

724-463-8566 
Cindy Zagurskie, school counselor 

 
Horace Mann Elementary School 

205 South 5th Street 
724-463-8560 

Rachel Pazzaglia, school counselor 
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Helping students 

piece it together 

Indiana Area School District 
Counseling Team 



What is a school counselor? 
School counselors work with all students, 
school staff, families, and members of 
the community as an integral part of the 
education program.  The professional 
school counselor is a certified/licensed 
educator trained in school counseling 
with unique qualifications and skills to 
address all students’ academic, personal/
social and career development needs. 
(American School Counselor Association, 
2004) Professional school counselors im-
plement a comprehensive school counsel-
ing program that promotes and enhances 
student achievement at each stage of 
development.    

The counselors provide short-term in-
tervention in a confidential setting.  Ses-
sions are kept confidential except when 
students disclose that they are being 
hurt, are hurting someone else, or want 
to hurt themselves.  If a student should 
require more intense or long-term inter-
vention, a referral to an outside agency 
should be made. 

 

 
 

What do counselors do? 
ACADEMIC 

 
Assist students with academic  
planning so that each individual  

    student meets his or her highest  
    potential. 

 
Work with teachers and parents to 
ensure that students have the  

    support to be successful. 
 
Help students select appropriate 
courses. 

 
PERSONAL SOCIAL 
 

Help students manage family and 
academic transitions.  
 
Assist students in finding appropri-
ate ways to deal with conflict. 
 
Encourage students to use appropri-
ate peer interaction skills. 

 
CAREER 

 
Help students explore their inter-
ests and strengths to plan a career  

    path. 
 
Provide students with information 
about careers and post-secondary  

    education and training. 
 

Encourage students to explore ca-
reers through assessment,  

    inventories and discussion. 

District Mission Statement: 

Indiana Area School District is committed to 
excellence in educating each student to become 
a self-directed lifelong learner and a  
responsible citizen in a changing global society. 

Who are we? 
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